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construction of a vast number of temples and palaces, all of which,
were built between the twelfth and fifteenth centuries when
Angkor, the capital, was destroyed, leaving behind those most
stupendous architectural ruins, compared to which the far-famed
efforts of the Maya of Honduras and Guatemala were the work of
simple-minded beginners.
There is a theory that Angkor was originally built on the sea,
and long before the delta of the Mekong had been formed. But
in that case the sea would have retreated more than 300 miles.
That would be a record. For in historical times the sea has never
retreated much more than five miles in the case of Ravenna and
seven miles in the case of Pisa. The why and how and wherefore
of Angkor will probably always remain a secret But here stood
a dty that was as important in its time as New York is to-day. And
it is gone. It has become a subject for picture post cards, sold at a
penny apiece to the visitors of the Paris colonial exhibition. And
yet, once upon a time, it was a centre of civilization while Paris
was still a collection of evil-smelling mud hovels. It is all very
strange!
As for the delta of the Mekong, to-day it is part of the French
colony of Cochin-China which the French occupied in 1867 when
their imperial prestige needed a little boosting after the disastrous
failure of the great Mexican expedition. It has one excellent har-
bour, Saigon, where a few thousand French officials eagerly await
the day when they can return to the home country to rest in peace
and honour from their difficult labours in administering the
afiairs of the four million inhabitants of Cochin-China entrusted
to their care.
To the cast of Cochin-China lies Annarn, which also continues
to be a kingdom, although since 1886 it has enjoyed the * protec-
tion * of the French. The interior produces timber but the country
is mountainous and has no roads and has therefore remained
almost completely undeveloped.
Tongking in the north is much more important because it not
only has an excellent river, the Song-Koi, but also on account of
the presence of coal and cement It really is a part of China and as
such raises and exports cotton, silk, and sugar. Its capital is Hanoi